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TERM 3, August 14, 2009

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT 
 
 
Our newly elected Student Leaders have been quick off 
the mark and are already working with students and staff 
to plan the implementation of their vision in our school over 
the next twelve months. Their focus is our school culture 
and building school spirit. Given our foundation of values, 
students will formulate plans to take our school and house 
spirit to even greater heights. If any parent would like to 
work with our students in implementing their range of 
exciting plans please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
It is a very busy week (beginning 10th August) with the staff 
heavily involved in professional development activities and 
further enhancing their teaching skills. This is an exciting 
time as we continue to implement the fundamentals of 
Dimensions of Learning. Already staff are noticing 
significant improvements in classroom climate and an 
increase in student’s engagement with the learning 
process.  
 
On Thursday we have the “Big Day In” which is an 
outstanding program of development activities and fun for 
students. This program organised by our Chaplaincy 
Committee is highly regarded by students and much effort 
has been made to enlist the support of outstanding bands 
and presenters for the day. I look forward to hearing of the 
great fun and learnings gained by students. 

 This flu season 

This winter, H1N1 influenza 09 (human swine influenza), 
along with other influenza viruses is circulating in the 
community. Generally, the virus produces a mild disease 
in most, severe disease in some, and is a moderate illness 
overall.  Many more people are likely to be affected by 
influenza-like illness this year than in recent flu seasons, 
because the community will have not have immunity to the 
H1N1 influenza 09 virus. 

What should I do if my child develops flu like 
symptoms?  
 
Keep your child at home and limit contact with others until 
your child is well. Your child may return to school and 
other activities when they are completely well, or when at 
least 24 hours have passed since their fever has resolved, 
whichever is the longer.  The community is reminded to 
seek medical attention if your child is suffering symptoms 
associated with influenza and should engage in protective 
practices and should monitor children carefully to ensure 
early medical intervention. Special attention and vigilance 
is required for more vulnerable children. 
 
 
Ross Mackay 
Principal 
 

DEPUTY NEWS 
 
Assignments & Exams:  Reminder to all students and 
their families that we are half way through the Term and as 
such students will need to manage their time effectively to 
ensure that they do not leave all the work until the last 
minute. 
 
Students Truanting School:  A number of students are 
deliberately truanting school. We are an extremely large 
school and we need to focus our energies on the teaching 
and learning of students and not the chasing of truants. 
Please remind your sons/daughters that in order to 
maximize their learning, they need to be in-class and on-
time to every lesson. Also, as there is a Duty of Care 
issue, students who are caught repeatedly truanting, may 
be suspended. 
 
Thanks to all Year 10 students and their parents / 
caregivers, who have attended the SET (Student 
Education and Training) Plan interviews, on 12th and 13th 
August. Feedback has been very positive, with many 
students and parents appreciative of the efforts going into 
ensuring their student makes suitable subject choices for 
yr 11 and 12. Please contact the school if you have not 
had an interview, as we will need to either arrange for an 
interview, or enter the details as to the eligible option your 
son/daughter is taking after school.  
 
Also, with many students having attended the “Ekka”, you 
are reminded that if you son or daughter has Flu like 
symptoms, that they should remain home from school until 
well. This is especially important as both “Seasonal Flu” 
and “Swine Flu” seem to be around and we all need to be 
mindful about doing as many things as possible to avoid 
their spread. Also, the school is not designed to look after 
ill students and if your son or daughter is unwell and needs 
to go to sick bay, we will call you to arrange their collection 
from school. Thank you in advance for your support in this 
matter 
 
Ms Jennifer Skeahan   Mr Sean Bennett 
Ms Cathy Pfingst     Mr Adam Colley 
 
 

EVENTS 
 

Wed 19th & 20th August ICAS Maths Competition 

Monday 24th August 
John Joseph Visit – PALACE 
3:30pm 

Tuesday 25th August Yr 11 BCT & BUS Australia Zoo 
Friday 28th August Regional Track & Field 
Mon 24th – 28th August ‘Year of Creativity’ Week 
Monday 31st August Zen Zen Zo Drama Performance 
Tuesday 1st September Dance Performance 
17th – 20th September State Basketball Tournament 
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PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 
 
Urban Upbeat – Ekka 
Congratulations to the Instrumental Music Stage Band and 
Mr Hamlin who travelled to the Ekka to compete in the 
Urban Upbeat Competition. They performed with great 
style and finesse and really showcased the talent of 
NVSHS students. Also performing at the same competition 
was student band Freak Morice. Comprised solely of 
members of the Fergusson Family these students also 
performed at the EKKA reinforcing just how talented our 
students are. Well-done Freak Morice!  
Dance Ed in the Spotlight 
Our senior dancers also have been making waves. 
Students travelled to Redcliffe to work with other schools 
and dancers and perform for audiences at the Redcliffe 
Cultural Centre. These students have worked very hard 
with Ms Sullivan to learn and perfect the choreography that 
wowed audiences from around the district, congratulations!   
Stings Rehearsals 
Parents please note that rehearsals for the Strings 
Ensemble are now Friday afternoons from 2.35-3.30pm. It 
is absolutely essential that all students attend. If you have 
any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.   
Performing Arts Academy Shirts 
All students in the Performing Arts Academy are entitled to 
buy a special Academy Shirt that they can were on days 
they have Academy lessons. If you would like to order a 
shirt, please contact the uniform shop during uniform shop 
hours (Tues 8-10am, Wed 1pm-3pm, Thurs 1pm-3pm and 
for students first break Mon-Thurs). Shirts cost $40 each 
and all orders must be completed by Monday 14th 
September. 
 
John Coulson  
Head of Department 
Performing Arts  
 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
 
Monday           17/08 Cathy 
Tuesday          18/08 Julie and Chris 
Wednesday     19/08 Sue and Diane 
Thursday         20/08 Carol, Gordan, Heather and Kharla 
Friday              21/08 Judy and Mary 
Monday           24/08 Gail 
Tuesday          25/08 Chris and Julie 
Wednesday     26/08 Sue and Diane 
Thursday         27/08 Gordan, Carol, Kharla and Kaylene 
Friday              28/08 Liz and Jeanette 
 
 

Attention – Deception Bay North State School 
Past Families 

Deception Bay North SS is celebrating it’s 30th Anniversary this 
year and the P & C are having a Commemorative Brick 
Fundraiser.  The bricks will be placed in front of the school’s 
Administration Building.  Each brick is $30.00 and by purchasing 
a brick you and your family will have their own lasting record of 
being part of Deception Bay North over the years.  Order forms 
are available at the Deception Bay North SS office or P & C 
rooms.  Closing date for orders and payment is 7th October, 
2009. 

MATHS DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
District Mathematics Tournament  
On Tuesday 28 July, over 700 of the best and brightest 
Maths students from 20 schools in the district came to 
Narangba Valley State High School to compete in the 
District Maths Tournament.  50 of our students were 
involved on the day, solving problems in a range of 
different events in teams of five.  All of the teams 
performed extremely well, with our Year 12 team placing 
2nd overall and Narangba Valley SHS coming third in the 
overall top school division. 
This fantastic event once again reinforced the great depth 
of academic talent that students at Narangba Valley have. 
 
ICAS Maths Competition  
This year the school is covering the entry for all students 
enrolled at Narangba Valley SHS to complete the ICAS 
Maths competition.  This is a great opportunity for students 
of all ability levels to get some specific, independent 
feedback on their skills and knowledge in Mathematics.  
This 60 minute test is compulsory for all students, and will 
take place on Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th August. 
 
Maths Tutorials  
A reminder that Maths tutorials take place every 
Wednesday afternoon in H11 from 2:40 – 3:30pm.  
Students of all year levels and ability levels who would like 
assistance with homework, assignments, classwork, etc 
are welcome to attend.  They are supervised by a number 
of Senior Maths teachers and there are usually between 
15 – 30 students in attendance every week.   
 
Maths Online  
Another reminder that all students in the school have been 
provided with a unique login and password for the Maths 
tutorial website www.mathsonline.com.au.  This site has 
proved useful in the past for students and parents looking 
for a bit of extra assistance with Maths. 
If anyone has misplaced their login details, they can see 
me directly. 
As usual, if at any stage you would like to discuss anything 
related to Mathematics at Narangba Valley State High 
School, feel free to email me at kfull24@eq.edu.au. 
  
Kevin Fullbrook 
Mathematics HOD 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Year 8 Subject Selection 
A reminder that all Year 8 students must return their 
subject selection forms by Tuesday 2nd September.  If your 
student has any queries please do not hesitate to contact 
me via phone or send them to see me in my office. 
 
Middle School Leadership Team 
Nominations for Year 8’s who would like to be part of the 
Middle School Leadership Team are due back to Miss 
Senior by Monday 17th August.  Please ensure these are 
returned if you would like to be involved. 
 
Liz Senior 
Middle School HOD 
 



G:\Coredata\Office\newsletter\2009\no.13 navigator 14 August 2009.doc 

FROM THE SCIENCE FACULTY 
 
Narangba Valley students recently participated in the ICAS 
Science Competition with outstanding success. Overall our 
school was awarded 2 High Distinctions, 20 Distinctions 
and 32 Credits .  
 
Year 12 student Alex Gilmour achieved the top score in 
Queensland in his division which is an amazing personal 
achievement.  
Congratulations to the following students for their success: 
 
YEAR 8 – CREDIT  YEAR 8 – DISTINCTION 
Kody BARR   Jonathon ARCHIBALD 
Dana BURKE   Taylah GERLOFF 
Liana CASON   Holly HAMILTON 
Jordan CROCKER  Bryce JARNIEVIC 
Caitlin DOHERTY  Sean LIETULLY 
Michael GARRIS  Clayton MAJOR 
Liana HANCHARD  Benjamin MAXWELL 
Anneka JONES   Chris MELLOR  
Tayla JONES   Ryan PALFREY 
Rachel KEMPIN  Cameron SMITH 
Aishah LEITNER 
Brett OBRIEN 
Harrison SLATER 
Melody STEPHENSON-SMITH 

 
YEAR 8 – HIGH DISTINCTION 

Jack DRAPIER 
 
YEAR 9 – CREDIT  YEAR 9 – DISTINCTION 
Natalee NEWTON  Charlotte CLARK 
Ellen RIGBY   Tristian DELROY 
Lachlan ROBERTS  Jessica GRIFFIN 
Martysse RODGERS  Christopher STEVENSON 
Sarah STONE 
Joshua WILLIAMS 

 
YEAR 10 – CREDIT 

Alisdair COLLINS Rachel MATTHEWS-FREDERICK 
Angus DACEY  Travers MILLS 
Sophie GRZESICZAK Bryce SHADWELL 
Justin HAMILTON Sharon YOUNG 
Melissa KROES 
 
YEAR 10 – DISTINCTION YEAR 11 – CREDIT 
Chris COLE   Kristiane FOX 
Saskia GILMOUR  Daniel HORSFALL  

Lorenzo MAUGUERET 
 
YEAR 11 – DISTINCTION 
Brenden BLAKENEY 
Alex HAY 
Luke MITCHELSON 
Nathan NEWTON 
 
YEAR 12 – HIGH DISTINCTION 
Alex GILMOUR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR OF CREATIVITY 
 
From 24th to 28th of August Narangba Valley High School 
will celebrate the Year of Creativity.  We have several 
workshops including the Flipside Circus, Reverse 
Garbage, Transit Lounge and Architecture and Design.  
We also have a design competition for Year 8, 9 and 10 
students in the categories of Hot Wheels, Delectable 
Dishes, Funky Fashion and Amazing Architecture.  Entries 
are due to Miss Senior as soon as possible.  
 
A reminder also that the John Joseph parent workshop is 
on Monday 24th.  See flyer in this newsletter for more 
details. 
 
 

BRAINS POP AGAIN IN ENGLISH 
 
Year 8 Accelerated English classes were introduced to 
some of the wonderful resources that are online for 
teachers and students. BrainPOP is one such resource 
which has proven effective with students in their learning. 
This activity was included in the lesson because it 
enhances a cross curricula approach to learning. 
Narangba Valley High School’s focus for 2009 is ‘Learning 
First’.  The English department (as part of a whole-school 
initiative) is currently engaging with DoL (Dimensions of 
Learning), and this activity specifically highlights 
Dimension 2 of DoL which is to acquire and integrate 
knowledge.  
This picture shows Mrs Waterman encouraging her 
students to interact with animated characters Tim and 
Moby (hosts on the BrainPOP show), who talked about the 
famous 16th Century writer William Shakespeare. The 
students then completed a quiz and participated in other 
activities via The Learning Place.  
Until next time, Anthony Sharrock for Rafter raves. 
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QLD VOLLEYBALL SCHOOL’S CUP 
 
QLD Volleyball School’s Cup July 31-Aug 2 
Congratulations to Jessica Donnelly, Emma Petrie, Carly 
Rowan, Karla Van Grinsven, Meg Thompson, Sarinda 
Mills, Samantha Lynch and Sarah Doolan for representing 
Narangba Valley SHS at the QLD Volleyball School’s Cup 
in Toowoomba.  The girls played 7 games against a range 
of QLD schools over the 3-day tournament. Although they 
only won 2 games they had some very close results that 
could have gone either way.  In their division of the 
tournament the girls finished 12th, a satisfactory result 
considering they have never played as a team prior to the 
tournament.  These girls represented Narangba Valley 
SHS with exemplary behaviour and sportsmanship for the 
entire weekend.  Well Done. 
 
Melissa Hourigan 
Volleyball Coach. 
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--------------------------------------------------- 
Come and have fun at Caboolture Little 

Athletics  SIGN – ON 

(for children aged 4-17 by October 1 st) 

Sunday 23 rd & Saturday 29 th August   

10am-2pm 

Athletics Oval 

Caboolture Sports Complex, Centenary 

Lakes (off Morayfield Rd) 

CONTACTS: Julie 0434 482 369 or Helen 

0427 974 243 

caboolturelittleathletics@hotmail.com  
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